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MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW CHAIR
I'tds with great pr ieddeoftCharpgersdnofamsved i nt ¢
having been on the committee for s everal years and grown close to the ever
dedicated team din the UK and in India .

In 2008 , lan and | visited both the CRUSADE and Manushi projects. We were
greeted with warmth and hospitality and came away knowing how important o
T a mw e digperti stot hese communities. The Ni Igiri Hills are also close to my h eart havmg
already worked with the Adivasi , attending Sang ams (village meetings) and witnessing how very
proud people canimprove the quality of their lives  with a relatively small input from outs ide.

| am very pleasedthat ournew Treasurer i s Gild/l Gorbuttds dau
in organising the accounts of community organisations. The memorial to Gill is in the garden of
CRUSADE®s training centr e whervigt Itiwid e foamalty openedhy a y e ¢
committee member Diana Lee when she visits to launch our herb garden project.

When not cycling long distances | work w ith the Global Centre in Exeter , Action Aid and freelance
to promote the global dimension in scho ols. | love what | do!

Jane Weatherby

CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT

We are now well into this 12 month project with our
partners Gawdesy and the ISLAND Trust.  The effect of
the changing climate and poor land management was
brought home by a huge storm last Nov ember. Hillsides
have been stripped of trees for tea growing in the Nilgiri
Hills where the ISLAND Trust is based. Huge amounts of
rain resulted in landslips (right) that caused 44 deaths
and destroyed houses and roads

As usual with such disasters, itw as the poorest and
most isolated communities that were affected the most.
{ Thanks to generous donors we were able to help the
recovery of 12 tribal families in our project area. They
were able to rebuild their houses ( left ) and received
seedlings and other items to set them on the road to
long-term recovery.



http://www.tamwed.org/

Meanwhile, the work of the project continues in the Nilgiris with meetings of groups such as
tri bal womends f e tetow keft )andrthe plantimg & 2,800 t(ee seedlings

Ga w d e sigldawsrkefs are using competitions, cartoons and video s to raise awareness about
climate change as well as planting trees ( below right ). A baseline survey by Gawdesy found that
while around 40% of people are aware of climate change only 4% know why it is happening .

HEALTH PROJECT

Our project with NGO partners CRUSADE and
Manushi continues until April when we expect to
continue fundingthe workof CRUSADEOG s
community health workers. These 10 women have
been trained to carry out an important role in

their communities by raising awa reness of health
issues and referring cases for treatment. Health
surveys conducted in three villages showed that
out of 470 families, 134 members were found to

be sick with ilinesses such as diabetes, TB.
hypertension and heart disease.

As part of the pr oject CRUSADE has been supporting the construction of 42 family toilet units.
Traditional thatch dwellings (below left) are being replaced by brick houses with a separate
toilet block funded by Tamwed, government grants and a contribution from beneficiarie  s.
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KITCHEN GARDEN PROJECT

In March we will be launching our new project to
help communities to reconnect with traditional
methods of health care through education and the
creation of family Kitchen Herb Gardens. The
project will s upport rur al families which would
otherwise find it difficult to pay for healthcare
treatment. It will also  revitalise knowledge about
the use herbs in a safe and effective way for
everyday ailments and simple first aid and

increase the biodiversity of previously un  kempt
and derelict land. 20 women will be trained as
trainers in medicinal plant growing methods. Each
trainer will then train a further 10 women and families. We hope to create 200 herb gardens to
create culinary and medicinal herbs that can be used by th e family or sold during the 15 month
project.

CLOTHES, THROWS,
BAGS AND CARDS

We always need help to inform more
people about our projects and sell goods
from India . Please let us know of any
events we could attend.

Lucie Ponsford is creating beautif ul
clothes using kalamkari material from our
friends in South India. If you wish to
discuss designs contact her via Tamwed.

Tamwed is a member of the
UK One Word Linking Associati on
which is the leading organisation for linking
and sharing good practice
between communities in the UK and overseas.
www.ukowla.org.uk

Tamwedds wwew.mmweceorg() conta ins information about all our projects.
We are very grateful to our supporters and to those who have contributed towards our

projects. We thank  the RH Southern Trust  and Osborne Samuel whose continued support
is extremely welcome.

Contact Tamwed at inffo@tamwed. org or +44 (0)1822 832897



