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GILL GORBUTT  
Our Chair, Gill Gorbutt has died after a long illness 

throughout which she selflessly continued to 

support Tamwed and other organisations and 

interests . Gill (right ) was hugely popular and was 

activ ely involved with many community projects. 

Everyone was grateful for her firm diplomacy 

delivered with a smile , especially  when meetings 

needed a firm hand. She will be missed by many of 

those who referred to her for sensible and 

thoughtful advice. We are working with one of our 

partner NGOs to set  up a remembrance garden. 

 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT  
October 24 th  was International Climate 

Change Day when events took place around 

the world to raise awareness about the 

need to reduce carbon in the atmospher e 

to 350 parts per million.  We launched our 

new climate change project on the same 

day (right) with two new partner s.  
 

The ISLAND Trust (Indo -Sri Lankan 

Development Trust) is based in the Nilgiri 

Hills and GGAAWW DDEESSYY  (Gandhian Welfare and 

Development Society)  works in the 

Thanjavur (or Tanjore) District of Tamil 

Nadu. 
 

They will be raising awareness about the cause and effect of climate change and coordinating 

actions to help local people cope with  the changes already taking place due to  long peri ods of 

drought  and severe storms  (see later) . Activities will be filmed and photographed for 

presentations at home and abroad to stimulate other communities to take action as well as 

informing those  promoting policies and plans to confront climate change.   
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HEALTH P ROJECT 
We have been working with two other partners, 

CRUSADE (Centre for Rural Systems and 

Development) and Manushi to trai n and support 

community health workers who  set up education 

projects and campaigns in their communities 

(right). The network o f Womenõs Self Help 

Groups is a good way of reaching thousands of 

families with information about issues such as 

basic hygiene and first aid.  

 

 

 

 
 

Dr Hari Prya is the homeopathic doctor who 

train s and monitors the Community Health 

Workers  as well as holding health camps in 

villages where she tests blood sugar level and 

pressure . She has holds regular clinics where 

local people can receive treatment or referred 

to hospitals or specialists  if necessary .  

 

 

 

 

SANITATION  PROJECT 
As more villagers  are becoming aware of the 

importance of  proper sanitation there is an 

increasing demand for the toilets that 

Tamwed is helping to fund. When families can 

afford it and water is available, they build 

washrooms as part of the same unit. This is 

the first time that many families will have 

access to proper sanitation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEDDING  
Two of our committee members, Jane Weatherby 

and Ian Richards , got  married in the  summer. Jane 

and Ian asked guests to support their favourite  

charities  and Tamwed benefited from the  

proceeds of a barb ecue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BARN DANCE  
Our committee organised a fund -raising Barn 

Dance in October with Walter Shortage and 

the  Hosepipe Banned. The proceeds from the 

barbecue and the barn dance were designated 

for training health workers.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

EMERGENCY IN THE NILGIRIS  
The north east  monsoon arrived lat e and with a 

vengeance this No vember. One village was 

deluged with 82cms of rain  in 24 hours, a record  

for Tamil Nadu. Houses were damaged; roads 

washed away and over 40 people (as of writing) 

have lost their lives. Four of the villages that ou r 

partner  NGO works with have been seriously 

affected with 35 Adivasi (Tribal) families losing 

their houses. Ooty and surrounding towns have 

been cut off a s emergency teams try to set  up 

shelters with food and clothes.  The ISLAND 

Trust reports that it will take up t o £400 to 

rehabilitate a family. I f anyone reading this is in 

a position to help, we will pass any funds on to the ISLAND Trust and ask them to report on the  

progress of beneficiaries. For the latest information go to  the Hindu Times website at:  

www.hindustantimes.com 

 

 

 


