CRUSADE HEALTH WORKER PROFILE

[image: image1.jpg]




Name: RAJESHWARI


Home Village: AASANAPUTHUR


Block: MINJUR





Personal details


Rajeshwari is 31 years old and is  married


She has two children, a son & a daughter. Her daughter is 17 and still at school studying in 12th standard. Her son is 14 and is studying in 9th standard. Rajeshwari’s husband is an unskilled labourer. All the members of the family live together. She is from the dalit community.





BACKGROUND





In 2005, she started the first Self Help Group in her village. She then became a Panchyat level leader before becoming a CRUSADE Health worker in 2009. She is very confident about her capacity and wanted to work for her village. The people have always come to her for advice. As a Panchyat level leader she monitor groups, resolve group problems and disseminates information and acts as a mediator.





HEALTH WORKER JOB DETAILS





She is a Health Worker covering 40-50 groups, in 10 villages. Through both jobs she currently works about 12 days per month. Although she likes her work, she finds difficult in travelling to villages. She travels around 10 kms to come to the main bus stand, from there she goes to other villages. she feels she could do more if she has some transport.





BENEFITS / CHANGES SINCE BECOMING HW





She found that people were not ready to share or talk openly until after approximately 9 visits. Now they are talking. She explains the systems of referral and refers cases directly to clinics. She has been helped personally through treatment from Dr Priya. Children have become more aware of hygiene practices. The villagers know about disease and the benefits of early intervention. The time taken off work due to illness has already reduced. She already uses some herbal remedies and as such she is interested in the new project.








